An investigation of primary malignancies associated with ampullary carcinoma.
As ampullary carcinoma has a favorable prognosis, associated malignancies have potential prognostic significance in these patients. This study focused on the incidence and characteristics of preexisting, coexisting and subsequent malignancies in patients with ampullary carcinoma. Sixty-four cases of ampullary carcinoma were retrospectively identified. Fifty-four patients underwent surgical resection, while in the other ten, histological diagnosis was reached after biopsy and/or autopsy. Other primary malignancies associated with ampullary carcinoma, occurring in the prediagnostic or postdiagnostic period, were investigated. The mean postdiagnostic follow-up period was 3.9 years (range, 0-23 years). Other malignancies occurred in 17 patients (27%), being found before (n=9), at (n=7), or after (n=5) diagnosis of ampullary carcinoma. The total number of associated lesions was 23, including one case of quadruple and four cases of triple carcinoma. The major associated malignancies were colonic carcinoma (n=9), gastric carcinoma (n=5), and uterine carcinoma (n=3). Twenty-one lesions were treated surgically or endoscopically. One patient died from synchronous extrahepatic bile duct carcinoma and one from leukemia, and one died from subsequent urinary bladder carcinoma. Development of other malignancies was related to age but not to gender, family history, adjuvant chemo/radiotherapy, or tumor pathology. Ampullary carcinoma is associated with a high incidence of other malignancies, particularly colonic and gastric carcinomas. The possibility of associated malignancies should therefore be considered in preoperative screening and postoperative follow-up of patients with ampullary carcinoma.